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RENTIA JAYANTI
In his after-prayer speech Gandhiji reminded the
audience that that day was the twelfth day of the dark
half of the month of Bhadon. This day was known as
Rentia Bar as or Charkha Jayanti in Gujarat including
Cutch and Kathiawad. Meetings were held and people
were reminded of the programme of the spinning wheel
and the allied activities. Time was unfavourable for an
enthusiastic celebration of the Charkha Jayanti. In its
extended sense he had called the charkha the symbol of
non-violence. That symbol appeared to have been lost,
else they would not be witnessing the scenes of fratricide
and the like. He asked himself whether it was not enough
to stop observance of the Charkha Jayanti completely.
But there was a lurking hope in his heart that there might
be a few scattered individuals at least who might be
true to the message of the wheel. It was for their sakes
that the Charkha Jayanti should continue to be observed.
BADGES FOR HARIJANS
He had noticed the previous day a statement that
Mandalsaheb and some other members of the Pakistan
Government had decided that the Harijans would be
expected to wear a badge showing that they were un-
touchables. The badge had to have a sign of the crescent
and the star. This was intended to distinguish the
Harijans from the other Hindus. The logical consequence
of, this in his opinion would be that those Harijans who
did stay there would -ultimately have to embrace Islam.
77